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September 2026
Welcome to Oak Class
The Oak Class Team for the coming year is Mrs Proctor (Monday - Wednesday) and Mrs Heath (Thursday - Friday). Our teaching assistants are Mrs Scott & Mr Thomas and there will be times when Mrs Benham from Beech Class and / or an Acorn staff member, will support our class.  Mrs Scott will sometimes lead the class in the role of a higher-level teaching assistant (HLTA).
We look forward to getting to know the children better over the new few weeks in class. We hope you find the following information useful. 
Our Approach

Maths is taught in year groups. In Reception, it is taught using a 'Mastering Number' programme and in Year 1, it is taught using the 'White Rose' programme. Children use practical objects as well as pictorial representations to help them to master different areas of mathematics. 
Phonics is taught in year groups using a structured approach following the 'Monster Phonics' scheme.
Other areas of the curriculum are taught through a variety of approaches in classes including drama, investigation, learning through play and learning outside of the classroom. We believe in a flexible, child-centred approach to learning and so we adapt our teaching depending on the needs of the children.
Oak Class children should be dropped at the classroom door and if they are a Year 1 child, we hope they will build on the self-care skills they developed last year by independently coming in, popping their belongings away and settling to learning.  If they are a Reception child, this transition will be supported and independence built slowly over the year.  The Oak team are available in the mornings to help with this transition and should you need to catch them for a brief word. Also, one of us will be available at 3.15pm or we will be happy to make an appointment if you need more than a quick word.

Reading and Phonics
In EYFS (Nursery & Reception) and Key Stage 1 (Years 1 & 2), phonics is taught using the Monster Phonics programme. We have daily phonics sessions to build the children’s phonics knowledge and develop the skills of segmenting and blending to read and write.
In Reception, once your child can segment and blend to read, we will begin sending home a Monster Phonics reading book and reading diary.  You will have this book for a week as it helps the children to build fluency by reading it daily, even if only a few pages each day.  Please bring these in every Monday inside the blue book bags and place in the box outside the class door so they can be changed and returned to you at the end of the day or on the Tuesday.
In Year 1, your child will be given a Monster Phonics reading book, home spelling book and reading record. The children are expected to bring these into the classroom each day as they will use them regularly in school as well as at home. To develop fluency, expression and understanding, children are expected to re-read the same book more than once each week. Reading books will be changed on a Monday. Children may also bring home a book of their choice from the book corner.

We know many of you have asked when we teach different areas of learning / subjects so below shows you when we plan to teach them but please remember this is subject to change depending on what is happening in the school and whilst we settle into the new routine / structure.
	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Reception
	Personal, Social & Emotional Development 

Physical Development
	Expressive Arts and Design 
	Understanding the World- The Natural World
	Understanding the World- People, Culture & and Communities
	Understanding the World- The Natural World & People, Culture & and Communities


	Year 1 & 2
	Art or DT
Music
	PSHE
PE 
	Science
	RE
	Geography or History
PE



General Reminders
This term, Reception will have a Monday PE lesson and Year 1 will join Year 2 for a PE lesson each Tuesday and Friday. Please ensure that all items of PE kit are clearly labelled.  
Please ensure that your child brings a named water bottle to school with them each day. 
Suitable clothing for all weathers is essential to ensure that playtimes run smoothly and are enjoyable for all. Please ensure that your child has a waterproof coat with them this season. Wellington boots should be kept on the welly rack outside the classroom.
Finally, please keep your eyes on our webpage and Facebook page where we aim to share news and information.

Warm Regards

The Oak Team




Homework
Reading – All children need to be read with as often as possible, ideally every day. Please complete your child’s Reading Diary, making note of any difficulties or successes that the children have when you feel it is appropriate, ‘book talk’ that you have shared or stories the children have enjoyed – this can also include stories read to them. Simply signing and dating to record that reading has taken place can be sufficient to keep us informed. Please do not feel obliged to always write a comment.

Maths – 
In Reception, children will be taught to have a deep understanding of numbers to 10- saying and recognising them, ordering them, comparing them.  They will develop the skills of counting and subitising (being able to see the number rather than having to count.)
In Year 1, children will be taught how to count and make number bonds up to 20. It would be helpful if your child practises their number bonds at least three times per week (this could be through a game, on a car journey or the walk to school, for example). These will also be practised in class.   We will print out a copy of your child’s Numbots login with information about how to use the website to practice 

Reception homework – using the laminated sheet and whiteboard pen provided, please practice daily name writing and the pre-writing lines on the back.
Year 1 homework – Please find a homework menu on the back of this letter. Children can choose an activity from the homework menu each week to complete.
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Homework Menu — Autumn 1

We have attached a copy of the curriculum map 0 you can see hal we will be leaming about this half erm. Belowis a homework menu. The
chidren can choose a task fo complete each vieek. Please bring n your homework o share with the cass. In additon fo hese tasks, children
should be reading dally and practicing number bonds and fimes tables at east 3 fimes per veck

Geography

‘The UK - Physical geography
Drawi a map of your local area or
somewhere you have visited including some
physical features such as the woods, river
and il

English
Draw a picture of a character from a book
you have read recently and describe them.

Science
Research the life cycle of an animal and
create a poster explaining what you
have found out

Geography
Journeys

Draw a map of your journey to school

‘Which landmarks do you pass?

English
Draw a picture of a setting from a faiy tale
and describe it using adjectives.

Science
Draw a picture and describe some aduit
and infant animals

Waths — Shape hunt
Look around your home and write dovn all
the different 2D and 3D shapes you can
spot

Computing - Inernet safety
Create a poster about how o stay safe
oniine.

“Art — Still life]
Draw or paint some fuit and vegetables.

Waths
Create a maths game to help you to leam
your imes tables and number bonds.

RE - Harvest
Find out about harvest festivals around the
world and create a fact poster about them

A
Research about an artst you like and
wiite Some facts about them.
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