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Friday 5th September 

Welcome everyone to the new school year. It has been a lovely start to the Autumn term hearing all about what the children did during the holidays. A warm welcome to all those who are new this year. 

Meet the Teacher
We are looking forward to seeing you on Monday at 3.30.  This is an early opportunity to speak with the class teacher and explore the curriculum for the year.  If you cannot make it then do feel free to pop in to meet the teacher at a more convenient time.   There is no Construction Club this Monday due to the meeting.  Construction Club will start the following week.
 
Staffing News
We are sad to share the news that Mrs Rasmussen will not be returning to Woodcote Primary School this autumn. She has decided to explore new adventures.  We would like to thank Mrs Rasmussen for her hard work across the last 15 years that she has worked at the school.  We will miss her and wish her the very best for her future.
 
Mrs Baillie has joined us this term, working part time in year 6.  Mrs Baillie is undertaking her teacher training after a number of years working as a Higher Level Teaching Assistant.  She will be with us until February when she moves to another school. 

Busy Bee After School clubs 
Club bookings go live on ParentMail at 18:00 today, please book early to avoid disappointment as there are limited spaces.
  
Photographs – A reminder that the school photographer will be in school on Thursday 2nd October. Children should be dressed in full school uniform including a school sweatshirt or cardigan. Younger siblings are invited from 8:15am to be included for a family photo.

Year 6 trip to Ufton Court on Thursday 18th September
Please see Parentmail for more information

Langtree Open Evenings and Mornings for all year 5 & 6 families
Please see the attached flyer for more information.

Class Updates

	Oak
	We wish everyone a very warm welcome to Oak class. The children have been amazing this week. We have been so impressed by how confident they have all been coming into school by themselves. They have had lots of fun exploring the classroom inside and out and have sat and joined in lots of singing games and stories. They all really enjoyed playing with the older children on the playground after lunch too. Please can you make sure that everything that comes into school is clearly labelled including shoes and water bottles.  If you have not got a pair of wellies for your child to leave in school, we have been donated lots of pairs which you are welcome to try on and use. We will be starting PE soon so please can the children have their PE kit all named and in a named bag, separate to their school bag which they are happy to leave on their peg in school. We hope that you all have a lovely weekend. The children will probably be super tired as it is hard work adjusting to a new environment and learning how everything works. We look forward to seeing you next week and please just catch us at pick up or drop off if you have any questions, worries etc.

	Hornbeam
	The children have all come back to school this week and are ready to learn. They have enjoyed exploring their new areas and have certainly tried everything at least once! The adults have enjoyed getting to know the children, we have done work learning about what they want to be when they grow up, learning about what the things they 'didn't do' over the summer holidays and created some wind chimes to hang in our outside area. 

	Beech
	We have had a great first week back in Beech Class. All the children have settled in nicely and produced some fantastic work already. In maths, we used real objects to make different numbers. We also practised recognising and naming 2-D and 3-D shapes and have begun to practise the two times table. In English, we used drama to learn about common and proper nouns. We have also started our class story, 'Fantastic Mr Fox'. Everyone has a new Monster Phonics book, reading diary and book of their choice. Please can we ask Monster phonics books and reading diaries be kept in book bags. Have a lovely weekend everyone!

	Ash
	It has been lovely getting to know the Year 3 children this week. We have been writing some holiday poetry, which we will enjoy sharing with Year 1, who worked on a similar task, and playing maths games to learn more about each other. We have continued using the book 'Ish' from our transition day to help us with some PSHE activities, drawing our own 'feelings-ish' gallery and self-portraits to show our outer and inner-selves. The class have all started to settle in well and we look forward to more learning next week as we start our first geography topic in Year 3 on Rivers. 

	Rowan
	Welcome to the start of what promises to be an exciting year for Rowan class.  As the children settle in, they have reformed friendships and are reminding themselves of the expectations for school life.  
There is an opportunity to meet the teaching team on Monday after school.  Please feel free to drop in for a chat for a few minutes.  If you are unable to do this, there will be some handouts which can be given to your child later in the week, or see the team at the start of the days following.


	Maple
	Well, a new year has kicked off, your children are back in the building and we've been working them hard! We started our English work by exploring all the different genres we could find on our bookcase. We’re planning to make sure each of us reads from every single one as the year goes on! Next we spent some time looking at our text for English this term, "The Dragon's Hoard," an ancient Viking myth. We'll be working on this for the next few weeks, wrapping up our unit with our own myths that we're keen to share with you all via the website! In maths we've got our brains whirring again with sudokus and some problem solving which we'll be carrying throughout the year. We wrapped up our week with some independent writing (all about monsters of course), some 3D modelling using the laptops and some ukulele playing to finish off the day! We'll be sharing as much as we can through the website this year so keep an eye on the Year 5 blog!

	Willow
	Welcome to Year 6!  It was wonderful to see everyone return after the summer and listen to all the adventures that the children have been on.  We welcomed Mrs Baillie to our Year 6 team and have enjoyed helping her learn where everything is.  This week we've looked at our classroom, routines, jobs and have begun to learn how to be play leaders - pretending to be 4 years old again was quite good fun but playing with the equipment and parachute was great.  Please remember PE kits for Monday, these can stay in school all week as we have two PE sessions plus our extra Daily Run.  Reading Journals have been sent home and we'll be discussing how these get used in Year 6 in the next few weeks with the pupils.  We look forward to seeing you all at Meet the Teacher on Monday 8th @ 3:30pm.

	Lunchtime news 
	After a lovely summer break we came back to some changeable weather and were unable to play on the field. However this did not deter yr4 tennis players & yr5 footballers from going onto the playground and braving intermittent showers. We enjoyed listening to exciting stories of holidays, trips to theme parks, pool parties and more, the children had clearly recharged their batteries, many showed remarkable growth spurts and they all returned full of energy and laughter. Looking forward to a fun term!


                        

Important dates       
            
	Monday 8th September 
	Meet the Teacher – 3:30pm

	Friday 12th September 
	Yr7 Applications open for Secondary school places  

	Thursday 18th September 
	Year 6 School trip to Ufton Court

	Thursday 2nd October 
	Individual photographs including younger siblings starts at 8:15am

	Saturday 4th October 
	FOWPS Community Coffee Shop

	Friday 17th October 
	FOWPS Disco 

	Monday 20th October 
	Parents Evening – times tbc

	Tuesday 21st October 
	Flu immunisations – more information to follow 

	Wednesday 22nd October
	Open Morning 9:30am for Reception children September 2026  

	Thursday 23rd October 
	Parents Evening – times tbc

	Friday 24th October 
	INSET Day – School closed 

	Monday 27th October – Friday 31st October 
	Autumn Half term 

	Friday 31st October 
	Closing date for Year 7 secondary school places closes 

	Tuesday 4th November 
	Open Morning 9:30am for Reception children September 2026  

	Saturday 15th November 
	FOWPS Community Coffee Shop


	Wednesday 10th December 
	Year 1&2 Christmas performance – pm, exact time to be confirmed

	Friday 12th December
	FOWPS Christmas Fair


	Friday 19th December 
	Last day of term – 1:00pm finish

	Date to be confirmed 
	Cabin & Reception Christmas play

	Monday 2nd March 
	National Offer Day for Secondary school places 
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