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Year 6 SATS Governor Invigilation

Year 6 SATS were held in the second week of May, and
it is usual practice at Woodcote for a Governor to sit in
as Invigilator. We offered our services and one of us
spent our mornings with Mrs Wornham, her team and
the children undergoing these assessments.

We are aware that these tests can be an opinion-
dividing topic. Anecdotally in other schools, we have
heard them described as highly stressful for children
and too high a level of pressure to be applied at their
age. As adults, our own thoughts on national
standardised examinations take us back to GCSEs, A
Levels and university exams. We vividly recall the
atmosphere around those exams — tears and physical
sickness were common! We certainly don’t believe
10/11 year olds should be exposed to that level of
pressure

On arrival for our invigilation, the children had had
breakfast provided by the school and a play outside.
They came back in chatting to each other and looking
remarkably relaxed. After taking their seats, Mrs
Wornham gave a little pep talk around the exam
content and a reminder of what to expect.

Overall, whilst there was naturally a tone slightly out of
the ordinary, particularly when the official papers were

opened, Mrs Wornham and her team struck a perfect
balance of supportive, relaxed and calm in both what
was said and how it was put across. The children as a
group looked comfortable and at ease at the start,
during and at the end of the tests. There were reports in
the national press of children in distress after the tests
but there we saw absolutely no evidence of this at
Woodcote. As an objective viewer, this was not a group
of children that appeared have been put to be under an
enormous amount of pressure to perform.

SATS and other standardised examinations are likely to
be part of education going forward for our children, and
this set in Year 6 is their first real experience of that. We
would like to extend our thanks and plaudits, on behalf
of the Governing Body, to Mrs Wornham and the team
for ensuring the best environment and atmosphere for
the exams to be held in. This cannot be created for one
day, and is reflective of the whole year and even the six
before it.

Lastly, of course, congratulations to the children for
their resilience and tenacity. We hope this experience of
nationalised testing has been overall a positive one, and
they enjoyed their Residential and the rest of the term’s
festivities.

Georgina Bickerton & Martin Towers
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Resources Committee — Andrew Hawley, Chair

It’s been a busy period for the Resources Committee
since the start of the Spring term working on some
key financial annual submissions to Oxfordshire
County Council (OCC).

Schools Financial Value Standard (SFVS)

In early February the annual Schools Financial Value
Standard (SFVS) statement was submitted to OCC. A
lot of work goes into the preparation and submission
of this return each year. For those not familiar with
the SFVS, this asks thirty questions to governing
bodies in six areas to help the school ensure it is
meeting the basic standards necessary to achieve a
good level of financial health and resource

management. The areas covered by the questions are:

e Governance

e School strategy

e Setting the annual budget
e Staffing

e Value for money

e  Protecting public money

When assessing in these areas one helpful resource
available is the schools financial benchmarking
website which shows how any one school’s data
compares to those of other schools. It was pleasing to
see that Woodcote Primary School’s data was very
comparable to other similar schools.

This annual process always drives some really
productive and helpful discussions between the
school and governors, keeping a focus on some of the
key challenges as well as identifying what the school
has achieved and how it continues to move forward.
Through discussions in these key areas a summary of
actions has been put together for the school and
governors to work together on in the coming year.

Annual budget submission

With the current challenging economic climate this
year’s annual budget preparation and submission in
early May was one of the most challenging that the
school and governors can remember in recent years.

The submission to OCC must include a three year
budget plan that does not show a deficit in any of
those years (i.e. predicted income in any given year
must be equal to or greater than costs).

We are in the same position as many other schools in
both the area and the country. With the tightening of

government budgets, school funding is not keeping up

with the unprecedented rise in costs schools are
experiencing. All are having to find new ways to
balance the books to ensure that pupils continue to

receive all the learning opportunities that are so
important for their development. More than ever in
the coming years schools will be reliant on local
communities to support them in any way they can.
The Resources Committee are exploring a number of
opportunities and options with the school in this
regard.

In the meantime, the experienced teacher team here
at Woodcote Primary School continue to work very
hard using their skills and experience innovatively so
the children have the best learning opportunities and
experience.

Given the situation, this year, as part of the school’s
annual budget submission we decided to submit a
letter to OCC asking that those responsible for school
funding at both OCC and the Department of Education
look at school funding as a whole as a matter of
urgency. Other schools in the area have also taken
steps to voice their opinion and dissatisfaction with
school funding and the challenges this brings in
varying ways. We will continue to support this in any
way we can and keep in close communication with
other schools.

Finally, a big thank you to Jane Gillman and Liz, and
members of the Resources Committee for their
support and hard work on the financial aspects of the
school in recent months.
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Standards and Achievements Committee — Martin Towers, Chair

As we have previously outlined the Standards & school’s annual improvement plan. Governors will then
Achievement committee meet termly to review areas visit several classes, talking to teachers, teaching

of the running of the school that relate to assistants and pupils across selected year groups. Each
achievement and performance. visit takes around two hours.

These visits give governors a much better
understanding of how the school works and help us
identify and focus on areas where we may be able to
provide support for the school. What we do not do is
make any observations on teaching - we are not experts
in teaching and this is not within our governing remit.

For 2022/23, monitoring visits have already taken place
in maths, early years, special education needs and
safeguarding with English and science planned for the
summer term.

Monitoring Visits

One key area that the S&A committee has oversight
of is governor monitoring visits. An annual
monitoring plan is agreed between governors and the
school’s leadership team which will look at several
curriculum areas in the course of an academic year
(more so this year as we seek to catch up on visits
that were not possible during the pandemic).

Each visit usually involves two governors who will
have an initial meeting with the curriculum lead
teacher to discuss the particular curriculum area,
including, for example, curriculum intent,
performance data across the various year groups,
areas of possible effective practice or any concerns
the school may have. We will also look at how
priorities for the curriculum are identified in the

Meet the New Governors!

Sarah McGurk - Parent Governor

Sarah has 2 children in the school and has lived in Woodcote since 2014. Though born in Kent, Sarah lived in Canada
for 10 years where her elder son was born. As a result, he is fiercely Canadian as well as British!

Sarah works in London as an insurance underwriter and has served on several boards in the past in various
capacities. In her professional life she has served on the class panel at Lloyd’s of London as co-Chair, is a serving
member of the PLUS London committee, was a former Parish Councillor in Woodcote Parish Council for almost 5
years and currently volunteers on the Friends of Woodcote Primary School committee as an ad hoc member.

Sarah wants to help the school to achieve its maximum potential and to ensure the passion and enthusiasm of the
various stakeholders in the school are used to optimal advantage of the children in its care.

When not working and commuting or being with her children, Sarah can be found sailing, walking her energetic dog
Piper, working in her garden sanctuary or (very occasionally) skiing!
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Sarah Strudley — Co-opted Governor
Sarah has been a teacher for over 25 years, and now works as Vice Principal at a school for deaf young people in
Newbury where she has been since September 2022.

She has extensive experience of working with a governing body as the staff governor and more recently as an
associate governor of a large all-through special school.

She has experience of being a senior leader in two schools and therefore brings many transferable skills to the work
of a co-opted governor. Throughout her career Sarah has worked with young people with a range of special
educational needs and disabilities and she is passionate about ensuring we have a school system that enables
everyone to achieve their best.

Sarah has lived in Woodcote for 11 years and has always been aware of how central to the community the Primary
School is.

Join the board.....our governor vacancies

We currently recruiting for a Parent Governor to join our
Board.

This is an incredibly rewarding role, and an opportunity to
use transferable skills to benefit the school and

community.

If you, or somebody you know, might be interested in
joining the team, please contact the Chair of Governors on:

chairofgovernors@woodcote.oxon.sch.uk.

Finally...thank you

Governors would like to take this opportunity to thank the staff for the outstanding job they have continued to do
providing an exceptional level of provision to the pupils at Woodcote Primary during the 2022/2023 academic year.

We would also like to thank our pupils for continuing to be amazing and of course you, the families and wider
community for continuing to support the school.

We also couldn’t let Mrs Pearson leave us without a special mention. She has been a central part of the governing
team, sitting on both the Standards & Achievement and Communications committees. She has made an outstanding
contribution to these committees and the board as a whole and we shall miss her very much. We wish her the best
with her future plans and hope she won’t be a stranger!




